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to him as the principal forerunner of the pacifist enterprise
whose beginning he could clearly see.
M. Reynaud replied that that was, perhaps, true when
M. Baudouin was at the Foreign Office, but that his associate
had now become the most uncompromising supporter of
war to the end. The other insisted. M. Reynaud refused
to believe a word of it, and when he was urged to listen
to notes of overheard conversations exchanged with the
outside by members of his own departmental staS, he
smiled and laughed about it without misgiving.
A friend to whom the Minister imparted his worries
gave him this advice: " You're wrong to complain of
Baudouin's intrigues direct to Reynaud, Since you're
on good terms with General Weygand, warn him, and his
intervention will carry more weight with the Prime Minister
than yours."
Was this step taken ? I never heard of it. But already
the general had ceased to have any hope of conquering,
and at this moment a campaign was at its height, of which
- I had certainty and proof later, but whose existence was
revealed to me then only by indications, which, for all
that, were extremely valuable.
My attention was drawn to secret meetings, conferences
between two or three conspirators, visits made to one
another by the apostles of a new mysticism: their object
was to win over as many people as possible to the necessity
of defeat. Defeat ? Yes. Defeat! The thesis was de-
veloped that France must be regenerated by expiation,
that defeat nobly accepted would allow the overthrow of
an evil regime whose existence victory would perpetuate.
They did not blame the vices of the regime in order to
reform it. It had to be destroyed, and in order to destroy
it capitulation was necessary. By asking for an armistice
at once, good peace terms would be obtained. Thanks to
Mussolini, Hitler.would be magnanimous, well content to
have a few ports at his disposal against England, with
whom they would break off alliance. In writing this I